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Incumbent Legislator Pre-Election Pledges
AO 12-03

T he Legislative Ethics Act does not put limits on a legislator’s right to express a point of view on a questionnaire. The committee,

however, determined that a pledge is more than an expression of a view.

Slgning of a Pre-election pledge by an incumbent legislator in a quid pro quo exchange:

¢ For a campaign contribution or a promise of a campaign contribution, is in violation of AS 24.60.030(e)(1), or

¢ For a donation to a cause favored by the legislator is in violation of AS 24.60.030(e)(1).

_/'Zl legislator who pledges to take or withhold legislative, administrative, or political action in exchange for the decision of an or-
ganization or person to contribute to the campaign is entering a quid pro quo agreement with the organization or person. In addi-
tion, a person or organization that donates to a cause favored by the legislator is agreeing, stating, or implying that the legislator is

entering a quid pro quo agreement with the organization or person in exchange for money.

The pledge also violates AS 24.60.030(a)(1), which prohibits soliciting or accepting a benefit other than official compensation for

the performance of public duties.

Ifthe pledge is signed in exchange only for an endorsement or a promise of an endorsement it does not violate the Act. AS

J

24.60.030(e)(1) expressly prohibits the solicitation of campaign contributions, donations to certain causes, and “thing(s) of value.”
The definition of “thing of value” under AS 24. 60.990(2), excludes political endorsements, support in a political campaign, or a

promise of endorsement or support.

In determining whether or not a violation has occurred, the committee would first determine whether the member made the

pledge with an understanding that the contribution or donation would be made in exchange for it. However, it is possible circum-
stances may create the strong appearance of a quid pro quo agreement. In those circumstances, the legislator whose campaign
receives the contribution should consider returning the contribution. (State election law may require that, among other things, the

contribution and its return both be recorded by the campaign and reported to the Alaska Public Offices Commission).

Political interest [can] never be separated in the long run from moral right. — Thomas Jefferson,
American Founding Father and U.S. president (1743-1826)
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