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NEW PULBIC MEMBER APPOINTED TO THE ETHICS COMMITTEE
Pursuant to AS 24.60.130(b)(3) and (e), Chief Justice Dana Fabe appointed Gary J. Turner as
an interim public member to the Ethics Committee on August 17, 2006. He was appointed to
fill the vacancy of Lindsey Holmes who resigned in June. Mr. Turner is the Director of the
Kenai Peninsula College, a campus of the University of Alaska, and is also a retired Air Force
officer.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

The Ethics Committee felt it best to advise legislators and legislative staff on the
parameters concerning “gift of legal services connected to legislative status” in
light of the FBI investigation.

GIFT OF LEGAL SERVICES — AS 24.60.080(c)(8)

Notwithstanding (a) of this section, it is not a violation of this section for a
legislator or legislative employee to accept a gift of legal services in a matter of
legislative concern and a gift of other services related to the provision of legal
services in a matter of legislative concern.

AS 24.60.080(c)(8) has not been the subject of any previous advisory opinions.
AS 24.60.080(c)(8) was added by sec. 28, ch. 74, SLA 1998.




If a legislator or legislative employee is offered free or below cost legal services
connected to their legislative status, and the value of the service exceeds $250 in
a calendar year, an ethics disclosure is required within 30 days of receipt of the
service. (Note: Disclosure form attached.)

Pursuant to AS 24.60.080(d), the recipient shall disclose to the ethics committee
the name and occupation of the donor, a general description of the matter of
legislative concern with respect to which the gift is made, and the approximate
value of the gift. The committee shall forward to the Alaska Public Offices
Commission copies of disclosures under this section.

The gift exception provided in AS 24.60.080(c)(8) is limited to a direct gift of
legal services in-kind. “In-kind” means consisting of something (as good or
commodities) other than money. An in-kind gift of legal services would be a gift
of free or below market cost representation of or legal advice to a legislator or
legislative employee by an attorney, or the gift of providing other services such
as expert witness services provided by the expert witness concerning the issue
connected to legislative status for free or for below market value.

A gift of funds connected to legislative status is subject to the limitations found in
AS 24.60.080(a), which prohibits a legislator or legislative employee from
accepting $250 or more from a single person/entity per year.

PLEASE GIVE THE ETHICS OFFICE A CALL IF YOU QUESTIONS.

Legislative Ethics Office
716 West 4th Avenue, Suite 230, Anchorage AK 99501
Mail: P.O. Box 101468, Anchorage AK 99510-1468
Phone: 269-0150 Fax: 269-0152
www.legis.state.ak.us (click on Ethics) or http://ethics.legis.state.ak.us
Email: ethics_committee@Ilegis.state.ak.us
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